
PROCEEDINGS OF THE FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

November 26, 2018 
 

Be it duly noted these minutes of 11/26/18 are UNOFFICIAL minutes. 

 
The Board of Supervisors met in regular session at 8:30AM with Board members Gary McVicker-Chairman, 
Mike Nolte and Corey Eberling present.  
  
Supervisor Chair, McVicker, called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Motion by Eberling, seconded by Nolte, approves the agenda as submitted.  All ayes. Motion carried.   
     
Motion by Nolte, seconded by Eberling, approves the minutes of 11/19/18.  All ayes. Motion carried.  
 
County Engineer Crew Chief and Office Manager Positions were discussed.  No action taken. 

 

At 10:00 AM the Board read the Third and Final Reading to Amendment Section 2 (16): Changing the definition 

of “Minimum Lot Size” to ten (10) acres, including road right of way.  Smaller parcels may be considered in a 

major subdivision.; Section 2 (27): Changing the definition of “Subdivision” to mean the division of land by 

simultaneous division or repeated division into three (3) or more parts, for the purpose, whether immediate or 

future, of transfer of ownership or building development.   

Present was: Lisa Flack, Planning & Zoning and Jay Waddingham, County Engineer 

  

Motion by Nolte, seconded by Eberling, approves the Third and Final Reading of Amendment to Ordinance 6.2-

1; Section 2 (16): Changing the definition of “Minimum Lot Size” to ten (10) acres, including road right of way.  

Smaller parcels may be considered in a major subdivision.; and Section 2 (27): Changing the definition of 

“Subdivision” to mean the division of land by simultaneous division or repeated division into three (3) or more 

parts, for the purpose, whether immediate or future, of transfer of ownership or building development.  Said 

amendments will be reflected in Ordinance 6. 

 

Said Ordinance 6.2-1 Section 2: Definitions and Section 4: Standards Paragraph 7: Block and Lot Standards are 

printed below.  Said Amendments will read as follows: 

 
SECTION 2: DEFINITIONS 

For the purposes of this ordinance, certain words herein shall be defined as, and interpreted as follows. Words used in the present 

tense shall include the future, the singular shall include the plural, the plural shall include the singular, the masculine gender 

shall include the feminine, the term “shall” is always mandatory, and the term “may” is permissive.  

 

1. “Alley” shall mean public property dedicated to public use primarily for vehicular access to the back or side of properties 

otherwise abutting on a street. 

2. “Aliquot Part” means a fractional part of a section within the United States public land survey system.  Only the fractional 

parts one-half, one-quarter, one-half of one-quarter, or one-quarter of one-quarter shall be considered an aliquot part of a 

section. 

3. “Block” shall mean an area of land within a subdivision that is entirely bounded by streets, railroad right-of-ways, rivers, 

tracts of public land or the boundary of the subdivision. 

4.  “Comprehensive Plan” shall mean the general plan for the development of the County, which may be titled master plan, 

general plan, comprehensive plan or some other title, which plan has been adopted by the Governing Body. Such 

Comprehensive Plan shall include any part of such plan separately adopted, and any amendment to such plan or parts 

thereof. 

5. “County Engineer” shall mean the professional engineer registered with the State of Iowa designated as County Engineer 

by the Governing Body. 

6. “Cul-de-sac” shall mean a street having one end connected to another street, and the other end terminated by a vehicular 

turn-around. 

7. “Division” shall mean a tract or parcel of land divided into two parcels of land by conveyance or for tax purposes.  The 

Conveyance of an easement, other than a public highway easement, shall not be considered a division for the purposes of 

these regulations. 

8. “Easement” shall mean an authorization by a property owner for another to use a designated part of his property for a 

specified purpose.  



9. “Flood hazard area” shall mean any area subject to flooding by a one percent (1%) probability flood, otherwise referred to 

as a one hundred (100) year flood; as designated by the Iowa Natural Resources Council or the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency and identified by maps, electronic or otherwise, provided by FEMA. 

10. “Floodway” shall mean the channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent lands that must be reserved in order to 

discharge the waters of a one hundred (100) year flood without cumulatively raising the waterway surface elevation 

more than one (1) foot. 

11. “Governing Body” shall mean the Board of Supervisors of Franklin County, Iowa. 

12. “Improvements” shall mean changes to land necessary to prepare it for building sites including but not limited to grading, 

filling, street paving, curb paving, sidewalks, walkways, water mains, sewers, drainage ways and other public works and 

appurtenances. 

13. “Lot” shall mean a portion of a subdivision or other parcel or tract intended as a unit for the purpose, whether immediate 

or future, of transfer of ownership or building development. 

14. “Lot” The term “Corner lot” shall mean a lot situated at the intersection of two streets. 

15. “Lot” The term “Double frontage lot” shall mean any lot which is not a corner lot which abuts two streets. 

16. “Minimum Lot Size” The term “Minimum Lot Size” shall mean ten (10) acres, including road right-of-way. Smaller 

parcels may be considered in a major subdivision. 

17. “Owner” shall mean the legal entity holding title to the property being subdivided, or such representative or agent as is 

fully empowered to act on its behalf. 

18. “Parcel” means a part of a tract of land. 

19. “Planning and Zoning Commission” shall mean the appointed commission designated by the Governing Body for the 

purposes of this ordinance. 

20. “Plat” shall mean a map, drawing or chart on which a subdivider’s plan for the subdivision of land is presented, which he 

submits for approval and intends, in final form, to record.  Such Plat shall conform to all of the regulations and the 

standards and procedures for land surveying in accordance with Chapter 355 of the Iowa Code. 

21. “Plat of Survey” means the graphical representation of a survey of one or more parcels of land, including a complete and 

accurate description of each parcel within the plat, prepared by a registered land surveyor. 

22. “Plats Officer” shall mean the individual assigned the duty to administer this ordinance by the Governing Body or other 

appointing authority. The provisions of this Ordinance shall be administered by the Plats Officer, the Planning and 

Zoning Commission, the County Engineer, the County Auditor, and the Board of Supervisors of Franklin County. Plats 

shall be reviewed by the Zoning Commission and the County Engineer after which the Commission and the Engineer 

shall submit their recommendation and the plats to the Board of Supervisors who shall have the final power to approve or 

disapprove the application. 

23. “Resubdivision” shall mean any subdivision of land which has previously been included in a recorded plat. In appropriate 

context it may be a verb referring to the act of preparing a plat of previously subdivided land. 

24. “Street” shall mean public property, not an alley, intended for vehicular circulation. In appropriate context the term street 

may refer to the right-of-way bounded by the property lines of such public property, or may refer to the paving installed 

within such right-of-way. 

25. “Street” the term “Major street” shall mean an arterial street or other street which has or is planned to have continuity to 

carry traffic from one section of the County to another. 

26. “Subdivider” shall mean the owner of property being subdivided, or such other person or entity empowered to act on the 

owner’s behalf. 

27. “Subdivision” shall mean the division of land by simultaneous division or repeated division into three (3) or more parts, 

for the purpose, whether immediate or future, of transfer of ownership or building development. The term when 

appropriate to the context may refer to the process of subdividing or to the land subdivided. However, the sale or 

exchange of small parcels of land to or between the owners of adjacent platted lots where such sale or exchange does not 

create any additional lots shall not be considered a subdivision. 

28. “Tract” means an aliquot part of a section, a lot within an official plat, or a government lot. 

29. “Utilities” shall mean systems for the distribution or collection of water, gas, electricity, wastewater, telecommunications, 

and storm water.  

 
SECTION 4: Standards.  Section 7: Blocks and Standards 

The following standards shall apply to the layout of blocks and lots in all subdivisions, and to the extent possible, in all resubdivisions: 

 

A. The size and shape of blocks or lots intended for commercial or industrial use shall be adequate to provide for the use 

intended, and to meet the parking, loading and other requirements for such uses contained in the Zoning Ordinance. 

B. Block and lot arrangement and design shall be such that all lots will provide satisfactory building sites, properly related to 

topography and surrounding land uses. 

C. The size and shape of all lots shall comply with all requirements of the Zoning Ordinance for the zone in which the lot is 

located. That ordinance notwithstanding, no lot shall be created or allowed that is smaller than the minimum lot size. 

D. All lots shall abut a public street, or upon an approved private street, with a minimum frontage of at least thirty-five (35) 

feet measured as a straight line between the two front lot corners (or with a minimum frontage and setbacks adequate to 

provide for the use intended, and to meet the requirements for such uses contained in the zoning ordinance). 

E. Unless unavoidable, lots shall not front, or have direct access to arterial streets or county roads. Where unavoidable, lots 

shall be so arranged as to minimize the number of access points. 



F. All lot lines shall be at right angles to straight street lines or radial to curved street lines, except where, in the judgment of 

the Governing Body, a variation to this provision will provide a better street and lot layout. 

G. Corner lots shall have sufficient extra width to permit the required front yard setback as specified in the Zoning 

Ordinance, oriented to either street. 

H. Reversed frontage lots are prohibited. Double frontage lots shall only be permitted where abutting a major street and a 

minor street, and such lots shall front only on the minor street. 

Eberling-Aye, McVicker-Aye, Nolte-Aye.  Ordinance amendments duly passed. 

 

Claudia Rivera-LaLuz Hispana and Pastor Dan Hanson were present to explain the services provided regarding 

mitigation and language barriers at the LaLuz center.  A request in FY19/20 was for $15,803.  No action taken. 

 

Lee Gallentine, Drainage Engineer, Clapsaddle Garber, Inc. presented a Drainage Report on DD #2 Main Open 

Ditch.  Present was: Sandy Eckhardt, Drainage Clerk 

INVESTIGATION: The Franklin County Supervisors, acting as District Trustees, requested Clapsaddle Garber 

Associates to investigate and report concerning repairs/improvements to the Main Open Ditch of DD #2.  

Investigation found the original plans did not include a design grade for the lower 6,000+ feet of the Main Open 

Ditch as only the existing grade was used.  Although there have been four partial cleanouts of the Main Open 

Ditch, none of these included said lower 6,000+ of the Main Open Ditch.  Field investigation was conducted at 

the request of landowners and was limited to visual observation and prelimnary CPG surveying of the Main 

Open Ditch.   

CONCLUSION: Work Order #55 it is apparent the lower 6,000+ feet of the Main Open Ditch needs cleaned out 

in order to ensure unrestricted drainage.  Currently this stretch has several silt bars, bank sloughs, and narrow 

flowlines that meander within the channel that slows down and restricts drainage from the upstream areas.  There 

are at least 2 combined tile outlets/surface drains that need repaired in order to prevent additional siltation in the 

Main Open Ditch and protect the integrity of the Main Open Ditch bank.  Currently, said tile outlets/surface 

drains are either in disrepair (rusted out) and starting to washout the Main Open Ditch bank which is starting 

siltation in the main Open Ditch.  This will lead to premature cleanout of the Main Open Ditch downstream of 

said washout. 

Two options were presented:  1) Main Open Ditch Cleanout; or 2) Tile Outlet/Surface Drain Repair 

A description of these methods is explained in the Engineer’s Report in the Franklin County Auditor’s Office in 

Hampton, Iowa. 

Probable construction costs for Main Open Ditch Cleanout and Tile Outlet/Surface Drain Repair could be 

$235,031; which exceeds the $50,000 threshold to hold a Public Hearing.  The Army Corp of Engineer’s should 

be contacted to determine if there is a need for their report efforts.  

 

Motion by Eberling, seconded by Nolte, sets January 21, 2019 at 10:00 AM as the date and time for a Public 

Hearing to receive comments on DD #2 Main Open Ditch Engineer’s Report; Work Order #116.  The said 

Engineer’s Report can be viewed in the Franklin County Auditor’s Office.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

 

The Board acknowledged IMEG Job Site Observation Report #1 for the Courthouse HVAC Project. 

 

The Board acknowledged IDNR “Authorization to Use”, Sodbuster Finisher Farm Site #70211.   
 
Motion by Eberling, seconded by Nolte, adjourns at 11:37 AM, until December 3, 2018.  All ayes.  Motion 
carried.  
 
 
 
 
________________________________     ATTEST: _______________________________________ 
Gary McVicker, Chairman                                            Michelle S. Giddings, Auditor 
 

 

 

 


